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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 July  

2022 

 

Worship at Messiah 
 

Saturday 
July 2 & 23, August 6 & 20 

5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10 am Holy Communion 
 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 

 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 
8:30 am—4 pm 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR  
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for 
your support in my role as Church Music Director 
here at Messiah for these past 4 years. It’s been a time 

of joy in learning, growing, and serving. Even now as 
I prepare for the next venture, so many of you are 

showing your support for me in taking on a new role 
as K-8 Music Teacher at Bethany Lutheran. Your   

understanding and support are helping confirm in me 
even more my new calling. That means more to me than I know how to 
say. It is not lightly that I leave my calling here with you all, but knowing 

that this community of believers is sending me off with their blessing is a 
source of peace to me. I want you to know that even as I look forward to 

my new task of developing young musicians, I truly grieve the loss of my 
role and relationships with you here at Messiah. God-willing our paths will 

continue to cross in the future.  
 

To those who have read my previous farewell letter, this next part is a    

repeat, but it does bear repeating. Messiah’s Music Ministry is first and 
foremost the gathering and singing of the whole congregation. Next, are 
the various musical groups that serve the congregation in their way–

Messiah Choir, Joy Ringers, Brass Ensemble, Cantors, and Instrumental-
ists. Messiah’s Music Ministry has never been about any one person, so 

please do not lose heart at my farewell. I exhort you all to continue using 
your God given talents and abilities to serve here at Messiah. I will contin-

ue in prayer for Messiah in this time of pastoral and musical transition. I 
am confident that God will provide the leaders you need in His timing. 
 

You can expect to see me on the organ bench for the last three Sundays in 
July, after which I will put my full energies in preparing a classroom that’s 
been moved around and needs quite a bit of work. 
 

As I bid farewell, I’d like to borrow a phrase from John Hayduk, cantor 
extraordinaire, “thank you for the opportunity.” What a blessing my time 

here has been. 
 

Grace and Peace in Christ, 

Connie Triplett 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Sad News to Share --VBS Day Camp will 

not take place this August 
 

Due to camp staff shortages within the    
Lutheran outdoor ministry camps, Messi-

ah will not be able to host the weeklong 
VBS Day Camp this August.   
 

All young people and families are encour-
aged to instead attend the 2 upcoming 

"Family Nights": Wednesdays, July 20 & 

August 17. Please see below for more      

details. 
 

Please speak with Pastor Seth if you have 
any questions regarding VBS Day Camp 

being cancelled.   

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: July 28 & August 25 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat (20210 Lorain Rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a service project or 
something you do "to” or "for” people. It’s 

an expression of loving your neighbor. On 
the last Thursday of every month, Messiah 
Church provides the community with clean laundry free of 

charge, a wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet 
some new friends. 

FAMILY NIGHTS  
Wednesday, July 20 @ 6 pm 

 

Join us on Wednesday, July 20th at 6pm at 
Messiah to celebrate as one big family.  

Come together with your friends and family 
to Eat, Play, and Pray.  
 

Eat… 6 pm dinner is served. Bring a side 

dish (chips, fruit, veggies, side, etc) to share 
if you’d like.  
 

Play…6:30 pm activities begin.  
 

Pray…6:45 pm story time, followed by a 

devotion and prayer. 
 

SAYING FAREWELL TO CONNIE 
Sunday, July 24 

 

Join us on Sunday, July 24 immediately 
following the 10 am worship service to say 

farewell to Connie, our music director.   

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 
 

Lemonade on the Lawn will be taking a 
short break in the month of July. There will 
be no Lemonade on the Lawn on Sunday, 

July 10, 17, 24 or 31.  We look forward to 
seeing you in August. 

MESSIAH’S LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
 

Our Little Free Pantry is part of Messiah’s Laundry Love 
PLUS efforts to fight food insecurity in Fairview Park. 
  

Members of our Care Team restock the box throughout 
each week, at an average cost of $50 worth of groceries each 
time. Contributions are always welcome! 
 

We are in need of everything! Pop-top openings are pre-
ferred. 
 

Wish List: 
• Canned fruit, vegetables, tuna, chicken, soup, stew, 
chili, or beans 

• Breakfast cereal (in small boxes that fit our Pantry) 

• Microwave mashed potatoes/mac & cheese 

• Condiments (ketchup, mustard) 

• Peanut butter/jelly 

• Pasta (whole grain) 

• Rice (brown rice) 

• Crackers 

• Applesauce 

• Cooking oil 

• Granola bars 

• Powdered milk 

• Feminine hygiene products  
 

Food items to Skip: 

• Junk food 

• Items with glass or cellophane 
packaging, which can be broken 

• Things that need can openers 
 

Please place unexpired food donations in the carts located 

at the bottom of the stairs in the Atrium.   
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Greetings & abundant blessings in 
Christ to you as the month of July 

begins! 
 

I want to ask a question.   
When is that last time you got goose-
bumps? 
 

Was it when you were talking with a friend? Driv-

ing in a car? Reading a book? Watching a movie?  
Or down at Progressive Field cheering on Cleve-

land’s professional baseball team?    
 

I have recently returned from a study leave trip. 

This trip included visiting world-class cities like  
Munich, Vienna, Prague, and Salzburg, as well as 
experiencing the once-a-decade Passion Play in 

Oberammergau, Germany. The centerpiece of the 
trip for me personally was touring sites central to 

the Protestant Reformation of the 1500's— places 
like Martin Luther's hometown where he was born, 

baptized, and ultimately died; the Augustinian 
Monastery in Erfurt where Luther entered into the 
order becoming a Catholic monk; and the Wartburg 

Castle where Luther was in hiding for nearly a year 
due to the real and present danger of his life being in 

jeopardy. During Luther’s time in Wartburg Castle, 
he wrote profusely. One of the significant outcomes 

of his writing time at Wartburg was translating the 
entire New Testament scriptures from the original 
Greek language into the language of the Germanic 

people. In 10 weeks! 
 

In each of these places, I experienced a fair amount 

of goosebumps. 
 

Goosebumps is a really fascinating word which is 

defined by one source as "a peculiar tingling of the 

skin.” Other older and less common variations of 

the word include “goose-flesh” and “goose-skin.”     

Apparently, the British people are fond of saying 

“goose pimples.” I am glad (very, very glad) 

“goosebumps” is the word most frequently used in 

our North American vernacular! The word 
“pimples” may take you, like it does me, back to 
adolescences. I’d rather not be reminded too often 

of my teenage years.   
 

So, when is that last time you got goosebumps? Let 

me share a few of my recent goose bump experienc-
es. Like at the Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt 

when the tour guide pointed to the original 14th  

century stained-glass windows behind the altar and 
pointed to a particular panel of windows which 

looked strikingly like an image of the “Luther’s 
Rose” emblem! One can easily speculate that       

Luther took his inspiration for the design of what 
became known as “Luther’s Rose” from the stained-

glass window in the sacred space where he would 
have prayed often, worshipped daily, and lead his 
first communion service! Goosebumps.    
 

Or like at the restaurant some of our group ate in 
while in Vienna. As we entered the 1st floor restau-

rant, we read a historical plaque informing us that 

Beethoven rented an apartment above the restaurant 

during some of his most productive years in Vienna.  
Goosebumps.   
 

It may very well be that we – the community of 
saints who trust God here in this place of Messiah -- 
will experience some goosebumps together in the 

coming days and weeks. Pastor Burce has been part 
of the Messiah community for 28 years. He has 

served faithfully and fully. God has worked through 
him in word and deed, impacting this particular 

community of faith deeply.  Baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, 1st communion celebrations, and affirma-

tions of baptisms at confirmation services. All of 
these potential goose bump producing moments of 
faith and connection with the Lord, the Lord of 

heaven and earth!    
 

As we gather to give thanks to God for calling    

Pastor Burce into our midst, an encouragement to 
be open to the full range of human emotions which 

may be experienced in the coming days. And an  
encouragement to continue to trust the God who 
gathers and calls, equips and sends his people forth 

in faith. 
 

In Christ, and faith – 

Pastor Seth  
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

The Rev. Seth 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday Evenings, 8pm via Zoom 

 

The Thursday Evening Bible Study is reading The 

Ragamuffin Gospel: Good News for the Bedraggled, 
Beat-Up, and Burnt Out by Brennan  Manning.  
 

Looking for a new way to grow as a Christian?  

Request Zoom invite at sbridger@messiahfp.org. 

https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Brennan-Manning/e/B000APBRR0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1649878338&sr=8-1


 4 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Experiencing Godcidences at 

Messiah School  
 

Sharing incidents in life where 

Christians recognize God’s hand, in order to inspire faith 
and hope! 
 

Are you familiar with the term Godcidence?  

Godcidences are Godly "coincidences"-- God-
orchestrated events that bring people and situations 
together that others may attribute to “chance” or 

“luck”. For two weeks after Memorial Day, I'd 
been searching for a package containing new 

"Enrolling Now" yard banners for Messiah Luther-
an School. We'd ordered from the company before, 

but on this occasion, FedEx had an epic-fail. The 
delivery notice said the package was "left by the 
front door"--just not Messiah's door!  
 

As you know, Messiah Church and School has 
LOTS of doors, so I faithfully looked for the pack-

age at each entrance. Nothing. I sent out an email 
to all Messiah School and Church Staff asking if 

anyone had picked up the package. Nope. Then I 
went on the Community of Fairview Facebook 

page to ask if anyone had received our package by 
mistake. Lots of good wishes and suggestions, but 
still no package.  
 

Fast-forward to June 13...and our wayward Messi-
ah Lutheran School banners were located, in a se-

ries of Godcidences. In a miraculous turn of events, 

a woman named Janis Snider in Parma (10 miles 

away) found the package on her front porch on the 
day she and her husband came home from a 2-week 

vacation, and she took the time to track me down 
via our Messiah website. But the Godcidences were 
just beginning…Not only is Janis a tremendously 

kind and thoughtful person, her husband Chuck is a 
big Cleveland sports fan (and also a fan of my hus-

band, WTAM Radio Sports Director, Mike Snyder 
of Wills & Snyder in the Morning.) The only reason I 

mention this, is that the Sniders also have a son 
named Mike with a running family joke that he's 

“Snites” on WTAM 1100.  
 

The story gets better...my husband stopped by the 

Sniders’ home to pick up the package and had a 
nice visit. On the way out the door, the couple 
handed Mike a drink koozie from their family busi-

ness: Snider Recreation, the company that installed 
our Messiah School playground equipment! I can't 

even imagine how FedEx managed this connection, 
but it’s a great story, full of Godcidences to tell. 

God speaks to each of us. How often do we take the 
time to recognize and anticipate His ‘voice’ and 

outreach in our daily lives? 

+         +         +         +         + 
 

In other news, this summer Messiah School has 
been undertaking some interesting and effective 
marketing initiatives. We’ve met prospective pre-

school families at Meet The Trucks at Lakewood 

Park, resulting in three inquiries and one tour. Mes-

siah School was the Featured Business on both the 
Community of Fairview Park and Community of 

Rocky River Facebook pages in June, resulting in 
lots of wonderful public feedback, multiple inquir-
ies, and several tours. A team of Messiah Church 

and School members also staffed our Sponsor Table 
at The Hooley (Irish slang for party), a family-

friendly street festival held annually in West Park's 
Kamm's Corners. Residents of Cleveland neighbor-

hoods are now eligible for tuition reimbursement up 
to $5500 from the State of Ohio to attend private 
parochial schools like ours. Messiah School is a reg-

istered provider of the Cleveland Scholarship. I am 
available for tours Monday through Thursday 

throughout the summer. We are enrolling PS-
Grade 8 until the end of July. To schedule a person-

alized tour, call 440-331-6553, or email 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org 
 

Your Sister in Christ,  
Janice Snyder,  

Admissions Coordinator 
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MESSIAH PHOTO DIRECTORY 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
 

The Messiah Youth Group is attending the Mini-Gathering hosted in Youngstown, OH on July 15 & 16. 
 

Congratulations to the newly minted freshman! Join us on most first and third Sundays of each month at 

12:00 pm after the second service. (Though summers tend to vary this schedule a little.) We meet 

next July 10th for pizza! This will be the only MYGroup meeting in July, but it will not be the only 

MYGroup event. So stay up-to-date as we reach the height of summer! 
 

If you don’t receive the MYGroup email; email Mr. Henderrson at ahenderson@messiahfp.org. 

TIME TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT 
 

This July & August, get ready to say "Cheeeese"!  It has been 8 years since our last photo directory for 
Messiah. We have a great opportunity for you and all the families of Messiah to participate. Messiah has 
contracted with Universal Church Directories, headquartered in Mansfield, Ohio.  Everyone who is    

photographed by Universal will receive a complimentary 8 X 10 portrait and a directory. 
 

Our photo dates at Messiah are: 

* Friday, July 29:  2 - 8:30 pm 

* Saturday, July 30: 10:30 am - 4 pm 

* Wednesday, August 17:  2 - 8:30 pm 

* Thursday, August 18:  2 - 8:30 pm  

* Friday, August 19: 2 - 8:30 pm 

* Saturday, August 20: 10:30 am - 4 pm 
 

Online Scheduling:   

* Visit the Universal Church Directories website: UCDIR.com 

* Click the box on the right side of the homepage entitled photography appointment scheduling login 

* Enter the church code:  OH2569; enter the church password: photos; click the enter button 

* Click on the desired photography date 

* Click on the Reserve Time button beside 

* Enter the appropriate information in all required fields (indicated by the asterisks) 
* Enter your email address if a confirmation email is desired 

* Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the top of the screen to reserve the photography appoint-

ment time in your family's name 

* If you have more than six family members being photographed, please reserve 2 appointments consecu-
tively (such as 6:00 & 6:10) 
* Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family's photography appointment 
 

The pictures will be taken in the Commons area at Messiah. Sitting for pictures is FREE. Additional 

photo packages are available for purchase, but that is entirely optional.  The company will not be engag-

ing in high pressure sales.  And, you do NOT need to be a member of Messiah School or Church to get 
your pictures taken. This is a GREAT opportunity to potentially get new individual or family pictures 

taken. 
 

There will be 34 to 40 time slots available for photo sessions each day.   
 

We are grateful for the volunteers who already expressed an interest in helping when we advertised in 
our midweek memo last month. If you would like to volunteer to assist with the Church Photo Directo-

ry, please contact Maria Geier at mariargeier@yahoo.com 
 

Please go online today and sign up for your photo session!  

mailto:mariargeier@yahoo.com
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COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Education and Enrichment Committee 
 

The Education and Enrichment (E & E) Commit-

tee is one of the three standing committees of the 
Church Council established by Messiah Church’s 
Constitution. As stated in recent issues of the 

monthly Messiah Memo, the other two standing 
committees are Administration and Finance 

(A & F) and Mission and Ministry (M & M). E & 
E has oversight responsibility for the following 

areas: Messiah Lutheran School, Sunday School, 
Confirmation program, First Communion 
program, Vacation Bible School, Adult Education, 

New Member classes, Christian Fellowship, 
Youth Activities, Family Life, and other areas as 

assigned by the Church Council. Working with 
leadership in the Church Office and School,      

subcommittees, and numerous volunteers, we 
oversee and attempt to facilitate educational and 
fellowship opportunities for Messiah members 

of all ages. 
 

Current members of Education and Enrichment 

are: 

• Donald Braun, chair – Don has been a member 

of Messiah since 1993. He grew up and still 

resides in Garfield Heights and was a very active 
member of St. John Church (LCMS). Don 

graduated from St. John School in 1963, Lutheran 
High School East in 1967, and Case in 1971, 1973, 
and 1976. Don’s wife Leonie grew up in India. 

Their daughter Joan is a member of Messiah and 
graduated from our school, and their elder daugh-

ter Carol lives in New York with her husband Paul 
and two young sons, Solomon and Teddy. Don 

was blessed to spend his entire 37-year career as a 
Computer Engineer at NASA Lewis/Glenn Re-
search Center until retiring. He has served multiple 

terms on Council and the E & E committee, in ad-
dition to various other service activities at Messiah       

including the former Adult Christian Growth 
Committee, supporting Adult Education and     

fellowship opportunities, a lector, being a member 
of Messiah Choir since 1993, playing trumpet at 
some worship services, and representing Messiah 

as a voting member of the ELCA Northeastern 
Ohio Synod assemblies for the past several years. 

 
 

• Bethany (Roman) Henderson – Beth has been a 

member of Messiah since before she could walk, 

and is a graduate of Messiah and Lutheran West. 
She is currently serving an initial term on Church 

Council and the E & E Committee. Beth is         
employed as an architectural project manager at 

MCM Company Inc. and serves as a project man-
agement board member for Downtown Cleveland 
Alliance City Advocates. She is married to Messi-

ah classmate Adonai with two young daughters 
(Maeve and Josie) who are current and future  

Messiah students, respectively. 
 

• Melissa Hollander – Melissa has been a member 

of Messiah for over 22 years. She grew up at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Pittsburgh, PA and 

currently resides in Fairview Park with her 
husband, Paul, and two adult children (Mary and 
Tim). Melissa has worked in the HR systems 

industry for over 30 years and is currently a     
Product Support Manager at Ernst & Young. She 

is currently serving an initial term on Church 
Council and the E & E committee. 
 

• Jared Waugaman – Jared has been a member of 

Messiah for as long as he can remember. He 

is currently completing a second term on Council 
and as a member of the E & E committee. Jared is 

currently engaged to the exceptional Allison 
Younger and is beyond excited for their October 
wedding. When he is not wearing his browns as a 

proud UPS supervisor, you can find him working 
for himself as a technology integrator and consult-

ant for churches and schools. He enjoys serving 
this congregation any way he can, although most 

of his time is dedicated to technological ministry, 
such as live streaming. He has represented Messiah 
as a voting member of the ELCA Northeastern 

Ohio Synod assemblies for the past four years and 
looks forward to representing our synod as an 

elected voting member at the Churchwide Assem-
bly this August in Columbus. If you see him 

around say “Hi” or ask a question – he loves      
getting to know more about the people of this great 

congregation. 
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JULY 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 

 

2 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

 

3 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

* Lemonade on 

the Lawn (after 

each service) 

4 
 

Church & School 

Offices Closed 

5 
 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

8p Bible Study 

 

8 9 

10 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

12p MYGroup 

Meeting 

11 
 

 

12 13 
 

 

14 
 

8p Bible Study 

15 
 

Mini Youth 

Gathering 

16 
 

Mini Youth 

Gathering 
 

 

17 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

 

18 
 

 

19 20 
 

6p Family Night 

(in-person) 

21 
 

8p Bible Study 

22 23 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

24 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

11a Farewell to 

Connie 

25 
 

7p Trustees 

Meeting 

26 27 

 
 

 

28 
 

6p Laundry Love 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

 

 

29 30 
 

1p Brass  

Rehearsal 

2p Choir  

Rehearsal 

31 
 

8a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

11:30a Pastor 

Burce Retirement 

Luncheon (RSVP 

Required) 

1 2 3 4 
 

8p Bible Study 

5 6 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Messiah Memos 

                    
PR. BURCE RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 

** Reservations are No Longer Being Accepted** 

** Volunteers Needed ** 
 

We are grateful for the 452 people who have RSVP'd for Pastor 

Burce’s Retirement celebration. We are no longer taking reserva-

tions. We simply have to order the food. We have relocated the 

luncheon to Lutheran West, 3850 Linden Rd, Rocky River. Worship 

services remain at 8 and 10 am. 
 

If  you have already RSVP'd, you do not need to call the office to 

confirm your reservation. 
 

Volunteers - We need you! Many helping hands are needed to 

help with this reception. Sign up at tinyurl.com/PBRCVolunteer 
 

Questions? Please call the church office at 440-331-2405. 


